
Native Child and Youth Pedestrian Safety in California: Fact Sheet 

 
Defining the problem: 

Pedestrian safety requires that children have safe places to walk and 

play, are properly supervised when they are in the vicinity of traffic, 

and learn to use caution when crossing streets.  
 

How big is the problem? 

 In the United States in 2011, there were a total of 4,432 

pedestrian fatalities, the 14-and-younger age group accounted 

for 230 (5%) of those fatalities. One-fifth (20%) of the traffic fatalities in the 14-and-

younger age group were pedestrians.
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 In the United States in 2011, 16% of the pedal cyclists injured in motor vehicle crashes 

were 14 years old and younger.
1
 

 According to the American College of Emergency Physicians: 49% of pedestrian fatalities 

occurred on a Friday, Saturday, or Sunday.  January 1st (New Year's Day) and October 

31st (Halloween) are the two most deadly days of the year for pedestrians.
2
 

 

Specific California data concerning race and pedestrian injuries and fatalities is difficult to 

determine since the implementation of Proposition 209 which generally prohibits state agencies 

from collecting racial data. Effective January 1, 2002, the California Highway Patrol Statewide 

Integrated Traffic Records System (SWITRS) database began using the following racial categories: 

Asian, Other, Black, White, Hispanic, and Blank.
17   

Data about the American Indian/Alaska 

Native (AI/AN) pedestrian injuries and fatalities may be found in the NCSA Fatality Analysis 

Reporting System (FARS). We currently know the following about AI/AN pedestrian data in 

California: 

 Pedestrian fatalities in California have been on the rise since 2010.
4
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 While counties with large populations (Los Angeles, San Bernardino, etc.) rank as the top 

10 counties with pedestrian fatalities by number, the counties with the top 10 highest rates 

of fatalities (# fatalities: population size) are Alpine, Sierra, Trinity, Modoc, Inyo, Plumas, 

Siskiyou, Colusa, Del Norte and Amador.
4
  

 Injuries are the leading cause of death for American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) 

ages 1 to 44 and the third leading cause of death overall.
5
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A pedestrian is any 

person on foot, walking, 

running, jogging, 

hiking, sitting or lying 

down who may be 

subject to a motor 

vehicle traffic crash. 



 Among infants less than one year of age, AI/AN have consistently higher total injury death 

rates than other racial/ethnic populations and the highest rate of motor-vehicle traffic 

deaths.
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 Among AI/AN 19 years and younger, motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of injury-

related death, followed by suicide, homicide, drowning, and fires.
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 In 2000, for AI/AN pedestrians in California, there were 7 fatalities and 10 injuries 

requiring hospitalization.
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 AI/AN as a group are at increased risk of injury, but AI/AN males are at especially high 

risk for many types of injuries. Compared to their female counterparts, AI/AN males ages 

20 years and older are twice as likely to die from a motor vehicle crash and nearly four 

times more likely to die from pedestrian-related injury.
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 Alcohol-impairment—either for the driver or for the pedestrian—was reported in 47% of 

the traffic crashes that resulted in pedestrian death. Of the pedestrians involved, 33% had a 

blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of greater than or equal to .08 grams per deciliter 

(g/dL).
1
 

 

How can pedestrians help prevent injuries and deaths from motor vehicle crashes? 

 Pedestrians should increase their visibility at night by carrying a flashlight when walking 

and by wearing retro-reflective clothing.
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 Whenever possible, pedestrians should cross the street at a designated crosswalk or at a 

point in the road that has sufficient lighting and/or pedestrian visibility.   

 It is much safer to walk on a sidewalk, but if pedestrians must walk in the street, they 

should walk facing traffic.
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What are the major risk factors for pedestrians in Tribal communities? 

 Lack of pedestrian pathways and sidewalks in tribal communities, 

 Lack of defined bicycle lanes on tribal roads, 

 Lack of pedestrian safety strategies including highly visible crosswalks, lights for 

pedestrian pathways used at night. 

 

What can Tribal communities do to prevent pedestrian injuries and fatalities? 

Tribal communities should identify specific risks to pedestrians within their community.  Tribal 

communities can use the CDPH Workbook on Communication for Pedestrian Safety: Risk, 

Response & Change
9
 to develop culturally relevant messaging designed to change driver and/or 

pedestrian behaviors that increase the risk of pedestrian injury or fatality.  Some strategies and 

goals that reduce risks to pedestrians include: 

 providing safe places for children to walk and play, 

 better lighting along pedestrian paths, 

 clear pedestrian pathways and sidewalks - so pedestrians do not need to walk in the street, 

and,  

 implement traffic calming techniques. 

 

Fact sheet produced by the National Indian Justice Center (NIJC) pursuant to a grant 

from the California Department of Public Health (CDPH). To download the fact sheet 

go to http://www.nijc.org/ttap_trans_safety.html.  

http://www.nijc.org/ttap_trans_safety.html
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1. Children’s Safety Network, http://www.childrenssafetynetwork.org/state/california 

2. Safe Kids, http://www.safekids.org/sites/default/files/documents/2013%20Pedestrian.pdf 

3. Centers for Disease Control and Injury Prevention (CDC), Native American Road Safety, 

http://www.cdc.gov/Motorvehiclesafety/native/index.html 

4. Injuries among American Indians/Alaska Natives (AI/AN): Fact Sheet, 

http://www.cdc.gov/Motorvehiclesafety/native/factsheet.html 

5. NHTSA, Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS), http://www.nhtsa.gov/FARS 

6. CDC Pedestrian Safety: Fact Sheet, 

http://www.cdc.gov/Motorvehiclesafety/Pedestrian_Safety/factsheet.html 

7. NHTSA, Pedestrians, http://www.nhtsa.gov/Pedestrians 

8. NHTSA, Traffic Safety Facts – 2011 Data, http://www-

nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811767.pdf  
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